DR.  CLARK AND  OTHERS

in sport. But this also is of very recent origin. In
1924 there were about 6,000 Boy Scouts in all
India. To-day there are in all India, Burma and
Assam 27,336 Scouts and 4,739 Cubs. (The
Indian Year Book, 1928, page 356). That is there
are about 32,000 Scouts out of over 32,000,000
boys between the ages of ten and twenty. . . . We
say after as many years of village experience as
our friend Dr. Clark has had that the average
Indian boy has absolutely no outlet in healthful,
helpful, organised, directed, body-building and
character developing'play or sport.1

Yet, after presenting his evidence, Dr. Clark wrote
in condemnation of Mother India : 'Its sentence about
"no outlet in sport" is obviously untrue/

A third argument offered to controvert Mother India
concerns the age of motherhood. After repeating the
stock statements already used at the Hindu 'protest
meetings/ Dr. Clark quotes, in their support, the words
of a census investigator in the Punjab, completely
ignoring the facts that the Punjab is one of the few
Provinces where the Muhammadans, with whom early
marriage is not a religious custom, are in the majority ;
and that Mother India on the point of early marriages
explicitly limited itself to the Hindus. The Punjab in-
vestigator, Clark announces,

discovered that 'in the majority of cases the first
child is born in the third year of effective marri-
age/ Apparently he is the only census investigator

who studied this question, but there is no reason
f

1 The Baptist Missionary Review> May 1928, pp, 2x2-313,